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Macon County School System  

Safety Plans for Air Induced Illness Including 
Covid-19 

Introduction: 

 

Macon County School System (MCSS) has created this Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response 

Plan.  This document provides information about MCSS’s plans and responsibilities in the event of a 

local or regional outbreak of COVID-19. It is intended to be supplemental to the information provided 

by the Macon County Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. For 

the most current information about COVID-19 or any other public health concern, please access the 

information provided by these public health organizations. 

 
MCSS is working closely with local, state, and national health officials to monitor ongoing 

developments related to the global outbreak of COVID-19. As additional information becomes 

available, the district will continue to communicate with families and the community. The most 

current information available from Macon County School System related to COVID-19 will always 

be posted on the Macon County School System COVID-19 Coronavirus Response webpage on the 

MCSS website. 

 

Purpose: 

MCSS’s Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response Plan will serve as a resource guide for 

planning for, responding to, and recovering from a pandemic that may impact or is impacting our 

schools and communities. Unlike most other disasters or crises, a pandemic is people-centric and 

will require a community and people-focused response. Although this document is specifically 

focused on outlining the district’s response to COVID-19, the same or similar strategies may be 

used to address any highly infectious illness that may impact our community. 

 
 
The primary goals of this plan are to: 
 

 Prevent or minimize the spread of illness while preserving, to the extent 

possible, the continuity of essential school and district functions.  
 Continue the essential operations of MCSS, as possible, in the event of 

increased student or staff absences due to an outbreak of COVID-19. 
 

 Ensure effective, timely, and situation-sensitive decision-making related to 

any outbreak that is impacting or has the potential to impact the MCSS 

community. 

 Establish a clear communications plan that ensures that students, 

families, and staff receive timely and accurate information regarding 

illness prevention and infection control strategies as well as information 

about impacts to the school district and available services. 
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Macon County School System Roles/Responsibilities: 
  
MCSS cooperates with all local, state and national agencies to raise awareness and take necessary 

actions in response to reported illness.  MCSS’s response to an outbreak of COVID-19 will be 

guided by the recommendations of the Macon County Department of Health, State of Georgia 

Department of Public Health, Georgia Department of Education, and the Governor’s COVID-19 

Task Force. 

 

When COVID-19 is reported: 
 

 The Superintendent will work closely with all state and local officials (Macon County 

Health Department, Georgia Department of Public Health) to make all decisions related 

to possible school closure in response to COVID-19. 

 

 Comprehensive COVID-19 communications will be developed and delivered to 

students, families, staff, and community members. 
 

 The district and school nurses will educate school communities about strategies for the 

prevention of illness including, proper hand washing techniques, good health habits, 

community mitigation, social mitigation, and vaccinations if these become available; 

as well as any other strategies deemed necessary or appropriate for preventing illness 

transmission. 
  

 School administration and school nurses will utilize and update plans to be enacted in 

the event that a student or staff member must be sent home from school due to illness. 

 Collaboration will occur with the Macon County Health Department to monitor health 

data and update schools, staff, and families regarding potential changes that may occur 

or new and pertinent information related to the extent or spread of the illness. 
  

 MCSS will develop plans to determine if designated treatment sites will be needed 

during the infectious disease event. 

 

 Health plans will be reviewed as needed to manage both short and long-term student 

and staff absences related to illness. 

 

 All district departments will carry out and document infectious disease responses. 
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Vaccination 

MCSS encourages all eligible students and staff members to get fully 

vaccinated against COVID-19 and other Air Born infections such as Flu. For COVID-19, people 

who are fully vaccinated are at low risk of symptomatic or severe infection. There is evidence that 

suggests fully vaccinated people are less likely to have asymptomatic infections or transmit 

COVID-19 to others.  Years of research and data indicate that the Flu vaccine has the same impact 

for reducing the actual infection and symptoms. 

 

People are considered fully vaccinated (COVID-19): 

 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, 

or  

 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine 

 

Information on COVID-19 vaccination in Georgia, including where to get vaccinated, can be 

found at https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-vaccine. 

 

Physical Distancing and Minimizing Exposure 

Limiting face-to-face contact with others is the best way to reduce the spread of coronavirus 

disease 2019 (COVID-19). Physical distancing means keeping space between yourself and other 

people outside of your home. 

 

MCSS will comply with CDC recommended physical distancing to the extent possible 

through a variety of ways:  

 Within elementary school classrooms physical distance between students should be at least 

3 feet. 

 Within middle and high school classrooms, physical distance between students should be 

at least 3 feet unless community transmission is high (i.e., ≥100 cases/100,000 in the past 

7 days). In areas of high transmission distance of 6 feet should be maintained. 

 Six feet of distance should be maintained for the following: 

o Between adults and between adults and students 

o When masks cannot be worn (e.g., eating and drinking) 

o During activities of increased exhalation (e.g., singing, shouting, band, sports, or 

o exercise) 

In common areas 

 Provide physical distancing floor/seating markings in waiting and reception areas. 

 Mark 6 feet of spacing to remind students and staff to always stay 6 feet apart in lines and 

at other times when they may congregate. 

 Provide marks on the floors of restrooms and locker rooms to indicate proper physical 

distancing. 

  Limit nonessential visitors and activities involving external groups or organizations. 

 Have staff monitor arrival and dismissal to discourage congregating and ensure students 

go straight from a vehicle to their classrooms and vice-versa. 

 Discontinue the use of any self-service food or beverage distribution in the cafeteria (e.g. 

meals and/or snacks served at school should be individually packaged and served directly 

to students; milk or juice may be available separately and should also be served directly to 

students) As always, ensure the safety of children with food allergies. 



4 
 

 Attempt to minimize opportunities for sustained exposure (cumulative total of 15 minutes 

or more within 6 feet or less from others) by ensuring sufficient physical distancing in 

school facilities and on school transportation vehicles. This may include: 

o Decreasing class sizes; 

o Providing age-appropriate visual and verbal reminders to staff and students to stay 

6 feet away from each other; 

o Arranging desks 3 feet or more apart in classrooms; 

o Designating hallways, exits, and entry doors to be one-way to reduce the likelihood 

of staff and students meeting face to face; 

o Ensuring students and staff groupings are as static as possible by having the same 

group of students stay with the same staff (all day for young children, and as much 

as possible for older children);  

o Discontinuing activities in which large groups of people are together such as 

cafeteria dining, assemblies, field trips, and having multiple classes out for recess 

in the same time and place. Some activities such as assemblies and field trips could 

be done virtually from classrooms. 

Masks 

• Masks are required when entering all buildings of the Macon County School System.  

• Masks are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but 

does not have symptoms.  

• Masks should be worn by staff and students and are most essential in times when physical 

distancing is difficult.  

• Consider masks for younger children if it is determined they can reliably wear, remove, 

and handle masks following CDC guidance throughout the day.  

• Individuals should be reminded frequently not to touch the face covering and to wash their 

hand. 
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Cleaning and Hygiene 

 

The virus that causes COVID-19 spreads primarily in the same way that the flu and other 

respiratory diseases spread, through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person 

coughs or sneezes. These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or 

possibly be inhaled into the lungs. Spread is more likely when people are in close contact with 

one another (within about 6 feet). Knowing how COVID-19 spreads directs infection control 

recommendations to prevent illness. 

 

MCSS will follow the recommendations posted by the CDC to the extent possible regarding 

cleaning and personal hygiene during school hours: 

• Ensure appropriate infection prevention supplies and equipment are available which may 

include soap, hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol), paper towels, no-touch trash cans, 

disinfectant wipes, and tissues. 

• Teach and reinforce good hygiene measures such as handwashing for at least 20 seconds, 

safe and appropriate use of hand sanitizer, covering coughs and sneezes, and avoiding 

touching eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. Handwashing should occur often, 

especially during key times such as: 

 Before, during, and after preparing and/or eating food 

 Before and after caring for someone who is sick 

 After using the bathroom 

 After changing diapers or assisting a child who has used the bathroom 

 After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing 

 After touching garbage 

 After you touching an item or surface that may be frequently touched by 

other people 

 Before touching your eyes, nose, or mouth 

 When handwashing with soap and water is not available, hand sanitizer may be used by 

staff and some older children. Hand sanitizer should contain at least 60% alcohol and only 

used by staff and older children who can use it safely. Hand sanitizer use by students should 

be supervised. 

 Students and staff should cover their mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or 

sneezing (or use the inside of their elbow). Used tissues should be discarded in the trash, 

followed immediately by good handwashing. 

 

Maintaining Healthy Environments: 

MCSS will comply with all recommendations for cleaning the buildings to the extent possible per 

both CDC and EPA guidelines. 

• Develop, implement, and maintain a plan to ensure appropriate cleaning and disinfecting of 

frequently touched surfaces using EPA-approved disinfectants againstCOVID-19 at least daily 

and between uses as possible. 

• Ensure safe and effective use and storage by reading and following directions on the label. 

• Always wear gloves appropriate for the chemicals being used when cleaning and disinfecting. 

For more information, see CDC’s website on Cleaning and Disinfection for Community 

Facilities.  



6 
 

• Cleaning products should not be used near children, and staff should ensure that there is 

adequate ventilation when using these products to prevent children or themselves from inhaling 

toxic fumes. 

• Develop a schedule for increased, routine cleaning and disinfection. 

• Limit the use of shared materials (school supplies, equipment, toys, and games) and clean 

between uses as possible. 

• Post signage in common areas such as classrooms, hallways, and entrances promoting good 

hygiene measures. 

• Discourage sharing of items that are difficult to clean or disinfect. 

• Keep each child’s belongings separated from others’ and in individually labeled containers, 

cubbies, or areas. 

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high touch materials to the extent possible 

(e.g., assigning each student their own art supplies, equipment) or limit use of supplies and 

equipment by one group of children at a time and clean and disinfect between use. 

• Avoid sharing electronic devices, toys, books, and other games or learning aids. 

 

Transportation 

Schools are required to ensure passengers and drivers on school buses wear a mask, except in 

some circumstances, per federal order.  All students are required to wear a mask at all times while 

being transported on MCSS buses.  This will include all extracurricular activities such as fieldtrips 

and athletic events. 

MCSS will adhere to all recommended CDC guidelines to the extent possible for student 

transportation: 

• Ensure that drivers of transport vehicles follow all school/district health and safety policies 

indicated for other staff (e.g., hand hygiene, masks). 

• Clean and disinfect school buses or other transport vehicles regularly, see guidance for bus 

transit operators. 

• Ensure cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces on the vehicles, including 

surfaces in the driver cockpit commonly touched by the operator. 

• Ensure safe and effective use and storage by reading and following directions on the label. 

• Cleaning products will not be used near children, and staff will ensure that there is adequate 

ventilation when using these products to prevent children or themselves from inhaling toxic 

fumes. Doors and windows are kept open when cleaning the vehicle (where weather and 

other circumstances permit). 

• Establish a plan for responding to students who are ill, or otherwise meet exclusion criteria, 

prior to boarding the vehicle. 

• Ensure that students who become ill once at school have an alternative to group 

transportation for returning home. 

• Ensure that if a driver becomes ill during the day that they follow school/district policy 

and not return to drive students until DPH criteria has been met. 
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Monitoring for Clinical Signs and Symptoms 

Teachers, staff, and students should be encouraged to self-monitor for symptoms such as fever, 

cough, or shortness of breath. Children with COVID-19 generally have mild, cold-like symptoms, 

such as fever, runny nose, and cough. Vomiting and diarrhea have also been reported in some 

children. If a student develops symptoms throughout the day, they MUST notify an adult 

immediately. More information on COVID-19 symptoms is available from CDC. 

 

Schools are required to: 
 

Enforce teachers, staff, and students stay home if: 

• They have tested positive for OR are showing COVID-19 symptoms, until they meet 

• DPH’s “Return to School Guidance After COVID-19 Illness or Exposure”. 

• They have recently had close contact with a person with COVID-19, until the meet 

 

DPH’s “Return to School Guidance After COVID-19 Illness or Exposure”. 

Advise positive or ill individuals of DPH’s home isolation criteria: 

https://dph.georgia.gov/isolation-contact 

 

Investigating Confirmed or Possible Cases (Contact Tracing) 

MCSS will use the recommended investigative process called Contact Tracing to determine all 

students, teachers, staff who have been in direct contact with or inside of the physical distance 

barrier as stated by the CDC.  Anyone who meets the criteria of being a “contact” will be removed 

from the school setting for the recommended days as set by Building COVID Team.  The lead 

person for this Team is the School Nurse for that building/school complex. 

 

Confirmed Positive Case (Isolation):  

Symptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 or suspected COVID-19 can return to 

school after:  

• At least 10 days† have passed since symptoms first appeared AND  
• At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever- reducing 

medications AND 

• Symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) have improved  
 

Asymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 can return to school after:  

• At least 10 days† have passed since the positive laboratory test and the person remains 

asymptomatic  
• Note, asymptomatic persons who test positive and later develop symptoms should follow 

the guidelines for Symptomatic persons.   
  

Probable Case (COVID like symptoms) 

When a student, teacher, or staff member has clinical signs or symptoms (but no 

laboratory test) AND has had direct contact with a confirmed COVID-19 case implement 

the following steps: 

1. If notified of a symptomatic person, who has had direct contact with a confirmed case, 

the person must be excluded throughout their isolation period. Any household members 

https://dph.georgia.gov/isolation-contact
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(siblings, etc.) must also be excluded during their quarantine period. Advise parents, teachers, and 

staff members of DPH’s home isolation criteria: https://dph.georgia.gov/isolation-contact. The 

student, teacher, or staff member may not return to the facility until they fulfill DPH’s “Return to 

School and Child Care Guidance After COVID-19 Illness or Exposure.” 

 

2. Was the case(s) contagious while at school [two (2) days before onset of symptoms]? 

• No  ☐ No further action after excluding the case and household members 

• Yes ☐ (specific recommendations below) 

• Identify all close contacts 

• Plan to close down all areas the person was in while contagious until cleaning 

is done 

 

3. Identify close contacts: 

• If the close contact is fully vaccinated, they do not need to quarantine. 

• If the close contact is not fully vaccinated see the following: 

 

Quarantine of Unvaccinated Contacts 

All unvaccinated close contacts in private and public schools, childcare facilities, and IHEs 

MUST be quarantined and excluded from the childcare/school setting and all extracurricular 

activities, regardless of students, teachers, or staff wearing masks or the use of physical barriers 

(e.g., plexiglass). Refer to the Public Health Administrative Order. 

 

CDC recommends a 14-day minimum quarantine for anyone with close contact of a positive case.  

Macon County System uses this recommendation as its confirmed model.  Any reduction or 

adjustment to this protocol will be on a case-by-case review of the District COVID-19 Team.  

Asymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person with COVID-19 can return 

to school:  

• After 14 full days have passed, 
and  

• Do not experience any COVID symptoms during the quarantine period  
 

Quarantine of Vaccinated Contacts 

Individuals who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19, with an exposure to someone with 

suspected or confirmed COVID-19, are NOT required to quarantine if it has been at least 14 

days (2 weeks) since the completion of the COVID-19 vaccination series (two doses in a two dose 

series OR one dose in a one-dose series). 

 

Individuals not fully vaccinated (e.g. it has been less than 14 days since completing the 

COVID-19 vaccination series OR all vaccinations in the series have not been received), who are 

exposed to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19, should follow the guidance in the 

section of this document titled “Quarantine of Unvaccinated Contacts". 

 

Regardless of vaccination status, individuals should still monitor themselves for symptoms of 
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COVID-19 for 14 days following a suspect or confirmed exposure. If they develop symptoms  of 

COVID-19, they should be sent home immediately, follow the guidelines for symptomatic 

individuals, and seek COVID-19 testing.  

 

Vaccinated individuals should continue to follow all other DPH guidance to protect themselves 

and others, including wearing a mask, social distancing, avoiding crowds, avoiding poorly 

ventilated spaces, covering coughs and sneezes, and washing hands often. 
 

An individual who has been in close contact and completes quarantine protocols develops 

symptoms, he/she will be sent home immediately.  Individuals will be required to follow the CDC 

guidelines for symptomatic persons and should consider COVID testing immediately.  

For all cases, positive or quarantine, the recommended return to school date will be determined by 

the Building Health Team with updates provided to the District Health Team.    

The Building Team will review each case on an individual bases and has the authority to adjust the 

return date if medical conditions change during the quarantine period.    

No student or staff member should return to a school/building without the full agreement of the 

building health official.  That designated health official for each building is the school nurse.    

The School Nurse shall discuss with the Building Health Team the return status and agree on the 

recommended date of return prior to a student or staff member returning to the building.  
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Macon County School System  

Transportation: Safety Precautions  
  

• Bus drivers and monitors are required to wear a mask.   

• All students riding the school bus are required to wear a mask.  

• Hand sanitizers are used as each person boards the bus.   

• Students have assigned seating to improve loading and unloading and contact tracing.   

• Family members in the same household will sit together to create seat space.   

• Temperature checks will be performed by monitors prior to students boarding the bus. 

(Temperature of 100.4 or greater prohibits students from riding the bus.)   

• Students exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms are not permitted on the bus. (Students 

showing obvious signs of being unwell such as coughing, difficulty breathing, vomiting, 

100.4 temperature, or headache will not be allowed on the bus.)  

 Parents Responsibility for Bus Riders  

• Parents may opt to provide transportation for their students as social distancing is not 

possible on the bus.  

• Parents or responsible person must accompany elementary students to the bus stop and 

remain until students are cleared to board the bus.   

• Parents or responsible person must transport sick children back home.   

• Parents or responsible person must be present in the afternoon to pick up students from 

the same bus pick up location.  

• Students are the responsibility of the parents until they board the bus.  
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Macon County Elementary School 

400 State Route 128 Bypass Road 

Oglethorpe, GA 31068 

Mrs. S. Brown, Principal 
Phone 478•472•7221• Fax 478-472•2591                                                                                                  

sbrown@macon.k12.ga.us 

Assistant Principal                                                    Instructional Coaches 

Dr. G. McElroy                                                                                                                          Mrs. L. Jackson                                                                      

Mrs. L. Daniel, Counselor                       Mrs. T. Mathis 

 

Safety Plans for Returning to School during COVID-19 

2021-2022 

(Macon County High School is committed to ensuring the safety of all students and staff during 

the re-opening of school.  Below you will find the protocols we have implemented to limit and 

reduce the risk of the spread of COVID-19.  

• Temperature checks for all students at the entrances and on the buses 

• Temperature checks will be conducted for all faculty and staff 

• Wearing masks at all times (required for all students, faculty, staff, and visitors entering 

the building) 

• Desk shields will be provided 

• Students will not rotate/transition from class to class 

• Modified breakfast & lunch schedules 

• One-way traffic in hallways 

• Social distancing will be adhered to when possible 

• Providing access to individual water bottles/bottled water for student use instead of water 

fountains 

• Hand Sanitizing Stations throughout the facility and hand sanitizer inside all classrooms 

• Virtual conferences and meetings with parents 

• All classes will have seating charts to assist with contact tracing 

 
 
Cleaning and Disinfecting 

We realize that cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces can help reduce the risk of 
illness. Classrooms are stocked with cleaning supplies. Classrooms will be cleaned daily. 
Frequently touched items such as doorknobs, desks, and tables will be cleaned throughout the 
day.  
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Stay Home if Sick 

You should monitor your child each day for signs of COVID-19. These include: 

 Fever  Muscle aches 

  Nasal congestion or runny nose  Nausea or vomiting 

 Cough  Diarrhea 

 Sore throat  Poor appetite 

 Shortness of breath  New loss of taste or smell 

 Fatigue  Belly pain 

 Headache  Pink eye (conjunctivitis) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It is the policy of the Macon County Board of Education not to discriminate on the basis of age, 

sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disability in any of its educational programs, 

employment practices, or other services and activities.” 
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   MACON COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

615 Vienna Road  
Montezuma, GA 31063 

478-472-7045 478-472-2549 (Fax) 

Principal 

Ms. Nakia D. Parks 

 

Assistant Principals 

Mrs. Amillia Woolfork-Williams 

Mr. Justin Ross 

 

     Instructional Coaches 

       Ms. Niyokia Phillips  
       Mrs. Kenyatta Aldridge  
       Ms. Beverly Bagley

Safety Plan for Returning to School during COVID-19 

2021-2022 

Macon County Middle School is committed to ensuring the safety of all students and staff during 
the re-opening of school.  Below you will find the protocols we have implemented to limit and 
reduce the risk of the spread of COVID-19: 

• Temperature checks for all students at the entrances and on the buses

• Temperature checks will be conducted for all faculty and staff

• Wearing masks at all times (required for all students, faculty, staff, and visitors entering the 

building)

• Eliminating lockers

• Transition will be minimized by reducing the number of classes daily

• Modified breakfast & lunch schedules

• One-way traffic in hallways

• Social distancing will be adhered to when possible

• Providing access to individual water bottles/bottled water for student use instead of water 

fountains

• Hand Sanitizing Stations throughout the facility and hand sanitizer inside all classrooms

• Virtual conferences and meetings with parents

• All classes will have seating charts to assist with contact tracing
 

 

Cleaning and Disinfecting 

We realize that cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces can help reduce the risk of 
illness. Classrooms are stocked with cleaning supplies. Classrooms will be cleaned daily. 
Frequently touched items such as doorknobs, desks, and tables will be cleaned throughout the day.  

 

“It is the policy of the Macon County Board of Education not to discriminate on the basis of age, 

sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disability in any of its educational programs, 

employment practices, or other services and activities.” 
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Stay Home if Sick 

You should monitor your child each day for signs of COVID-19. These include: 

 Shortness of breath  New loss of taste or smell 

 Fatigue  Belly pain 

 Headache  Pink eye (conjunctivitis) 

 Fever  Muscle aches 

 Nasal congestion or runny nose  Nausea or vomiting 

 Cough  Diarrhea 

 Sore throat  Poor appetite 

 Shortness of breath  New loss of taste or smell 

 Fatigue  Belly pain 

 Headache  Pink eye (conjunctivitis) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It is the policy of the Macon County Board of Education not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, 

race, color, religion, national origin, or disability in any of its educational programs, employment 

practices, or other services and activities.” 
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                             MACON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
 

                                                        Ms. Nakia Parks, Principal 

Assistant Principals  Counselor 

Amillia Williams 611 Vienna Rd Jessica Wilson 

Justin Ross Montezuma, Ga 31063  
 Phone: (478) 472-8579 Athletic Director 

CTAE Director & AP Fax: (478) 472-8579 Dexter Copeland 
Dr. Teresia Dennis    

 

Safety Plans for Returning to School during COVID-19 

2021-2022 

Macon County High School is committed to ensuring the safety of all students and staff during 

the re-opening of school.  Below you will find the protocols we have implemented to limit and 

reduce the risk of the spread of COVID-19.  

• Temperature checks for all students at the entrances and on the buses

• Temperature checks will be conducted for all faculty and staff

• Wearing masks at all times (required for all students, faculty, staff, and visitors entering the building)

• Transition will be minimized by reducing the number of classes daily

• Modified breakfast & lunch schedules

• One-way traffic in hallways

• Social distancing will be adhered to when possible

• Providing access to individual water bottles/bottled water for student use instead of water fountains

• Hand Sanitizing Stations throughout the facility and hand sanitizer inside all classrooms

• Virtual conferences and meetings with parents

• All classes will have seating charts to assist with contact tracing
 

Cleaning and Disinfecting 

We realize that cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces can help reduce the risk of 
illness. Classrooms are stocked with cleaning supplies. Classrooms will be cleaned daily. Frequently 
touched items such as doorknobs, desks, and tables will be cleaned throughout the day.  

Stay Home if Sick 

You should monitor your child each day for signs of COVID-19. These include: 

 Fever  Muscle aches 

  Nasal congestion or runny nose  Nausea or vomiting 

 Cough  Diarrhea 

 Sore throat  Poor appetite 

 Shortness of breath   New loss of taste or smell 

 Fatigue  Belly pain 

 Headache  Pink eye (conjunctivitis) 
 

“It is the policy of the Macon County Board of Education not to discriminate on the basis 

of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disability in any of its educational 

programs, employment practices, or other services and activities.” 
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MACON COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM  
COVID-19 RETURN TO WORK PLAN  

2021-2022  
   
In an effort to mitigate the exposure and spread of COVID-19, please adhere to the following 

guidelines:  

 

1. Employees are required to wear personal protective equipment as appropriate.  

 

2. Gathering of employees during working hours is prohibited.  

 

3. Employees are permitted to take breaks and eat meals outside, in their office or personal 

workspace, or in areas where proper social distancing is attainable.  

 

4. Employees who exhibit signs of illness, such as a fever over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, 

cough, or shortness of breath, should seek medical attention and not report to 

work.  Employees must follow the appropriate guidelines for reporting an absence.  

 

5. Employees should not use other employees’ phones, desks, offices, or other work tools 

and equipment.  

 

6. Handshaking and other unnecessary person to person contact is prohibited.  

 

7. Social distancing of non-cohabitating persons while present on district/school property 

should be enforced.  

 

8. The physical space between employees’ workspace should be increase to at least six feet.  

 

9. Sanitation of the buildings should be enhanced and common surfaces should be 

disinfected regularly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“It is the policy of the Macon County Board of Education not to discriminate on the basis of 

age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disability in any of its educational 

programs, employment practices, or other services and activities.” 
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Guidance for Parents 
 

If we have a confirmed COVID-19 positive person at school, we will notify Georgia Department of 

Public Health. We also plan to send a letter to parents/guardians of students that might have come in 

contact with the COVID-19 positive person. We do not plan to quarantine anyone based on possible 

exposure at school as long as they remain asymptomatic.  

 

If the student comes in contact with a confirmed COVID-19 positive person outside of school and 

meets the standard of less than 6 feet for more than 15 minutes, the student should stay at home. He/she 

is considered a close contact and should quarantine for 10 days. Testing will not change the need for 

continued quarantine. It is not suggested that he/she test immediately. An early negative may only 

mean he/she is not positive at the time. Symptoms may not appear early. 

 

If the student has a reason to be tested or is waiting for testing, the student should stay at home until 

he/she has test results. You will be advised from the health care professional what to do next based on 

test results.  

 

If the student has a fever, the student should stay at home. He/she must be fever free for 24 hours 

without the aid of fever reducing medications.  

 

If any household member is COVID-19 positive, the student should stay at home. This is a household 

exposure and requires a 10-day quarantine. If other members become positive during this time, the 

time frame changes. Consult your local health department or health official for further guidance.  

 

If a family member has serious symptoms such as a high fever overnight, please keep exposed 

student(s) at home until the condition is relieved or diagnosed.  

 

If a family member is quarantined for a close contact exposure, you must monitor that person for any 

symptoms. As long as the quarantined close contact individual has no symptoms, other household 

members are not quarantined. It is important to try and maintain distance within the home. This also 

means wearing a face covering/mask as good measure 
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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  
Returning to School Amid COVID-19 Pandemic  

 

As the school year begins the Georgia Department of Public Health, Department of Education 

and Governor’s Office are committed to keeping your student, family and community healthy. 

Please review the following recommendations. 

1. Talk to your child about COVID-19 and remind him/her to adhere to social distancing 

guidelines as instructed by his/her teacher. 

 

As schools begin to reopen, students may worry about getting ill with COVID-19 or express 

anxiousness over changes made in the classroom and school setting. Parents play an 

important role in helping students make sense of changes and guidance in a way that is honest, 

accurate, and minimizes anxiety or fear. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

has created guidance to help adults have conversations with children about COVID-19 and 

ways they can avoid getting and spreading the disease. 

 

2. Daily, assess your student for the below signs and symptoms PRIOR TO SENDING THEM 

TO SCHOOL or the SCHOOL BUS using the following checklist: 
 

 

□ Fever (≥100.4oF) or chills 
□ Chills 
□ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

□ New cough 
□ New loss of taste or smell 

 

If your child has any of these 

symptoms, they should stay home 

from school and all extracurricular 

activities. You should call the 

child’s healthcare provider. 
 

3. Develop a plan to pick up your child from school, should they become ill 
 

 

4. Ensure your emergency contact information provided to the school is up-to-date 

 

a. Your school will need to communicate with you regarding closures, contact to 

cases, and your child’s health regularly throughout the school year. Ensuring your 

information is correct will ensure you receive timely communication from the 
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